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There is, indeed, wide and bitter complaint that the old lie
between manufacturer and consumer has disappeared since the
syndicates stepped in and concerted the affiliated works into mere
agencies. In a recent report the Buisburg Chamber of Commerce
noted this change with regret. " The works united in syndicates/ *
it said, " take but the smallest interest in their customers^ since
they hardly need to make any effort to obtain and retain a fixed
book of customers. Ail commissions have to be notified to the
syndicates, and the affiliated works are simply allotted their
share."
It is a significant circumstance that under the auspices of the
Central Association of German Industrialists (Centralverband
Deutscher Industrieller) a conference of representatives of leading
syndicates and wholesale consumers of syndicated goods,
particularly in the ironware trade, has been held for the purpose
of considering a proposal to form organisations to secure the
advantages of personal relationships between producer and
purchaser, as they existed under the system of free competition.
Viewing the question further from the interested standpoints
of capital and labour, it must be conceded that (1) the syndicates
have been attended by distinct advantages to industry, while at
the same time (2) they have not proved yet so injurious to the
working classes as was predicted and seemed likely during the
earlier stages of the movement. The capitalist theory of
combination is straightforward and not unattractive. Either the
producers may compete with each other on the principle of
every man for himself, which means war all round without
quarter, or they may call a truce to competition, join forces, and
divide the spoils of a bloodless victory according to a fixed plan.
Obviously commerce conducted on such peaceful principles
denotes an advance upon the unrestricted rivalry of unequal
forces.
Not only does it convert trading, from being a game of
chance in which the rewards are uncertain, into one of science
in which there are prizes for all and blanks for none, but it
leads to economy of effort and prevention of wastage in many
directions, with the result that capital receives a higher and
possibly on the whole a more equal return,
It is on this ground the cartells and syndicates and un-
admitted trusts of Germany are chiefly defended by their